¥Yoligce 3tation -
S SLAT
29th July, 1947.

DEATH OF ZTHEL LAY BRYANT, Aged 39 Years, at Port Adelside
on 23th July, 1947,

“22000=m=

I beg to report for your information that at about 715 @.m.

Tuesday 29th July, 1947, a mess: ge wWas leckived at fthis Station

0 the effect that a woman had c¢ied at the arempl oyment comp, near

he Alelaide Chemical Jorks,

In compnny with Sgt wartin and L«l.

Kelly, I went to a emall wooo and iron shsck where I saw the tody Y

x 6{‘ a woren whom I know as Lthel lay Brysant.

Eto be aead. She wau lying on a vingle iTor beds

; At 2bout 9 a.m. Doctor Cherry arrived

and viawea the body

B and oronounced life extinct.

Ihere were no marks of violesnce

isible on the body. +the doctor refused to express opinion as to cause

ol des=iho.

veceased wWas a divorces woman, aged 39 vears. Jhe has been

tnelt I inic mluy ¥oT

rown in Part adel

ent number of

BEERE

bain police record. Up till about 9 weeks

1y

go the

deceased hed been living with a Lrs S1lis =t 13 «utland

Melaide, During the past 5§ weeks shs hes been livivcg with & Lr

ugh 7illiams, at tne unemyloyment comp at Port adelaide. During the

3t turee dnys she nad compleained of ferling ,-ius in the baok.
Bhe bad been drinking a large smount of water. On Kontcay ~{rrrnoon, i

the 28th instant, t.r .illisms Tetuimed to his cumo 2t about 2/30 oane

He had been drinking liguor and was more or iess druunk. ke soke to

Eithe deceased then pullec all the blankets off her oné went abo slept q

i
gin another shack about LU yards cistsante. «illiesms soid she looked

@iblriont to niw at that time. At about 6 ®.u. on «9th instant,

EWillians went to fhe shack occuviec vy the cecessed and sne apyearcd Yo

to e deads

i ihen T arrived ot the shack, the deceased was lying on a bare
glron mAttress. She was dressed 1o a thin short slecved dress. ‘er

were covered by Br old overcoat. There

was o guentity of vouite

i
irneatil the bed a#long with some dirty clofhing. Lesar the open I
gloor of' the shack was a vartly filled earthenware rmg containing red-

'ish 1iyuid which sumelr like winea



*he shack was in = filthy condition.

The mug and contents were bought to the tort Adelaide ¥

The deceased had no

pELs

olice Station,

cnel

belongings.

After the body had been viewed by the Doctor, it was removed by
’P.C. Kelly in the ¢ivil Ambulance to the City ilorgue, where it now

11&3.

of persons concernedes.

S Ihe follewing are statements

LA R )
3 / P,
Ly 3

E UGH WILLIALS, lenaloner, Hesiding

at the Unemployment Camyp, Port
t ® AMdelaide.

2 "I identify the body as that of the late EZthel *ay Bryasnt. ohe

Evas 39 years of ages On Londay morning, the 28th July, I lert my

fﬂmck early and went into the Port. I hasd ¢

fair drop to drink ana

fmmu I returned to my shack at about 3/30 pam. I was pretty drunk,

feeling. <he

iIsaw the deceased and asked her how she was nuimbled

smething fo me but the only wori I could uncerstsnd wats darliags

i Siie hag Wet the bed clothing, so I took the bed clothes off of her

fand put my overcoat over her. I did not want to sleep with her so I

Fleft and went and slept in another shack about 50 yards away. I must

have

Habout 6 a.m. in the morning.

gone into a drunken sleep beczuse the n X% thing L knew it

was

#ochap named Scotry Jrossley came and

pucke ;e up and asked me if I had & drink. I got up anc went to see

woman Bryant was getting on.

bhow the vhen I

saw her lyiug on the bed

file apreared to me to be deads. I went steight over 1o the Jriterion

Bliotel ~ng they rang the Polices I-have known the deceased for about

three months. She used to come znd see me occasionally.

During the

st 5 weeks she has been living “ith me all the time.

jte be yuite healthy excevt cduring the past three days

when she has been

Fronplaining of perins in her beck. wvhe has been dArinking s

of vaier. On Sunday night lasf she drank sbout three gallons of water.

] asked her did shie vant & Doctbr but she told we she was yuite elelight

fhe has been drinking &« lot of wine lately althoughk L orfTercc her a

grink. on wonday und she rerfused. she had no Property whiibe she wgs

living with mes

QN

she seemed to me

Tels ible lot ¢




TYTARD PRxOTIVAL CHm: Y, Legally ualified dedical +Jractitioner,
Residing at Brougham Place, Alberton.

At about 9 a,m, on Tuesdsy 29th July, 1947, In response to

a message recieved, 1 went to & wood =nd iron shack situate ot the

b unemplyment camp, near the Chemical yorks. On srrival I saw the

i body of a weman. oShe was cold snd ariff =n pearec to have baen

f;.dead for hours. ihere were no visivle marks of violence on tie
body and no sign of & struggles The Doty was lying on its back
sithout bedclothes. It was dressed in & thin dress. ‘Yhere wWas a

. coat over her legs. the shack was in & filthy condition. <“here

was a yuantity of vomite on the flonr under the beds There was

f;a mug on the floor near the door coutaining reddish clourea liguied.

1.1 an unable to state the cause of deathe

FOHN KELLY, Police Constable, Stationed Port iLdelaide.

At about 9/40 m.m. ou ifuesday 29th July, 1947, 1 couveyed the

body of a worean whom T know as Bthel kay Bryant, to the City

. korgue, in the Civil Ambulances




DOCTOR: REGINALD MOTITERAM.Legally Qualified Medical Practitioner,

jRasiding at Ba 54 Galway Avemie, Broadview states.

I. about 7<30a.m. on Wednesday July 30th. 1947 in thé presence of

‘Plain Clothes Constable Sutherland I performed a Post Mortem Examinat-
Sl ot the City Morsuary on the body of the late ETHEL MAY BRYAWT,

Sunmary is as stated hereunder.

_fhe body is that of a middle aged half gaste woman in good condition.

'- ¥GS. Right upper andl middle lobes were completely solid result of

Tobar Pneumonia. Heart pale contained thin anmemic blood.

bdamgn adhesions from old operation. Kidneys puole a little gmamlar.

__ ght kidmey contained large hydatid cyst rendering it functionless.

i ain normal. Liver pale and early cirrhosis.

EUSE OF DEATH.Lobar pneumonia due ta natural causes.

@.5.

bornant Gehsssios s,
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CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF PORT ADELAIDE
LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH

OFFICE QF THE INSPECTOR
TOWN HALL., PORT ADELAIDE

318t July, 1947,

TELEPHONE J 1475—4 Lines
P.O. BOX 110

S‘ec-reﬁary,

Localk Bosrd of Health,,

Port Adelaide

Report re three siructures erected without permission
of : :

Sir,

I.have the honor %o report having on the instructions of the
Officer of Health, Dry PyTy S« Cherry, visited thres structures
situafed on land beyond the Adelside Chemical and Fertilizer Company'es
premises and off the Ocean Steamer's Road, and owned by the South

Australian Railways Commiggioner,

They ere‘occqpied Yy MegfBe. Thompson, Dunn and Grossleys  The
argest is approximately 6' £ 6' with average heilgh% 4 constructed of
sorap iron and wood, the occupant is en old-uge peneionerrand agcording
to the police he will afier receiving his next pensioii allotment, spply
for admission to the Old Folks Homes ' '

The nexts some yards away is of boiler plate semi cireular in shape
sbout 8' long 4! in height with a base on the ground about 67 wide; the
occupant, en elderly map ereeps inbto 1% aug sleeps-theros

The third, is a gover of lino and bags erected in two old 40 gallon
oil drums, s¢t end up, the sides are also of lino and bags, this is thy
home of a third man.

: The occupants of each of these stacks and men of drunken habitee
A woman redently died in one of than,

These structures should be rémoved,preferadbly by destruction by
fire z:hi:ch would destroy any vermin in them, after due notice to the
oggupiers. '

A similsr structure was burnt down by me some weaks ago, the ocoupler
than beging in hospital. The Lo¢al Board endorsed my action. ‘

I bag for instruction in the matter.

I have the honor to be,
SIRy
Your obedient servanty

Hea.l_f{;_h Inspactors




CORPORATION OF THE CITY OF PORT ADELAIDE

B3
LOCAL BOARD OF HEALTH
3 TELEPHONE J 1475—4 LiNES OFFICE OF THE INSPECTOR
P.O. BOX 110 TOWN HALL, PORT ADELAIDE
14th August, 1947.
iretary,
1al Board of Health,
?5 Agglggdg.

i

I have the honor to report having on your instruction destroyed
the 13th instant, three shagks by fire situated on S.A.Railways
d north of the Adelaide Chemical Company‘'s land, Ocean Steamers

de

They were unoscupied, one of the oocupiers hed left for the
| Folks Home, Magill, a second, had gone to reside in Adelaide,
l the third ocoupier could not be traced, I am informed he left

10 days agoe

A nunber of ecats belonging to one of the occupiers was placed
the lethal ochambers.

This matter was before the Local Board oa the 3i1st ultimo.

1 have the honor to be,
SIR,
Your obedient servant,

Headth Inspegtor.




has been living there for 30
years. His home is a 6 ft.
by 6 ft. wood and iron shack.
and his companions are the cats
which follow him round the

SHANTYTOWN

T0
BURBNT

EALTH authorities at
dered the demolition

in wasteland near Ocean Steamers

BE
DOWN

Port Adelaide have or-
of a shantytown located

Wharf. The

district is popularly known as “Siberia.”

residents
davz n

The thrce permanent
“rve been given severn
whicin to qu.t

The dwellings, becanse of thels
unsightly and verminecus cendi-
tion, will be wre ked and burnt

This action hase {olioved the find.
Lk of the Loady of a notorious half-
casie — knnwn as “The Brown
Bumbel”  n ine nf the shacks las!

aeck
Rubbish Dump

In
n anutopsy reévealed that the
woaman died from pneumonte She
hay been (ound on the wire mat-
tress of An (ron hed and was olad
viiy e a flimsy dress
The shantytown (s situated in
ru’ bish dump, and has been
the refuge of unfortunates flor
many years.

It expanded during e depres-
i vears, when homeiess unem-
ploved ook up residence there

OUne uf present inhabitants
rreds to oapply far admisston to
a hame {or old people

He 1 a 70-vear-old pensione:
aho has been living 11 the ghanty-
tnan for 30 yvears

His nome 15 a wood-and-iron

4t

His home 15 a wood-and-iron
shed, 6 ft x 81t His compenions
are eight cats

Another elderly resident has to
crawl to get into his bed under a
circular-shaped humpy about 8 ft
wide and 4 ft. high.

Hessiap i1s draped across the eon-
trance and the floor is carpeted
with rags.

Bag, ﬁmnleum. and ol drums
have been used (n the vrectinn of
another shelter Nu cooking or
other domestic equipmen?! g tvi-
dent,

The most elabarate bt s set on
a mound abnut half a mile away

Built of wond and acrap iror it has
a built-in stone chimnev and
cupboards

n ane corner a «mall ten’ has

been raised *n form a bedroum.
which cuntains two stretchers

Another shack was demolished
recently when the owner was
taken to hospital



The Mail (Adelaide, SA : 1912 - 1954), Saturday 10 December 1949, page 7

MISSIONER SEES TENTS AND HUMPIF? SAYS
o @ [
This housing plight
AN f 4
"doesn't make sense

W

| By the Rev. A. I). McCuichoon, superintondons of the Port Adelaide Contral Mission
Last Sunday morning | didn’t go to church. Instead |
soent the hour of wcfrsll?’i'.n, in_the sandhills at Semaphore.

it hoppened like mmw .lhopl are

this e 0o o @ m mu“n‘

“The Mail” had given 804 TeV character hl:l over-
r_ublicity to a family of five .
iving and sleeping in a tent of ¢the mho are goém to

ve

she
' and fathers, and with
It{uotdoun't make sense i tives 1 m ba '
three Austral born.
should be %&e“u:x It isn’t the fault of
ta 1 the of A

;
g
|
§i
;

hills
forced
minte- cattle. hive thiere
which more , Lo ¢ B
displaced persons by all
people were supposed 5:’, not af the expense of owr

Fix P20
sif 2
I~ i
i gf
i

i
i

;

National Library of Australia http://nla.gov.au/nla.news-article55779119



but not at the expense of our
own Austr
We have no right to secure
the future m new Austra-
old Austra-
lfans to wallow in the gutter,
in the sand.

It doean't make sense to me

that the at
Glanville, for . B very
Ane of " be
uned Y 88 8 staging
fot ts, when
every family now on the
or
comfortably tered

It 't maks sense
o me t sums

t Governmen
evidence it can do bhig
if it so desires.

Why can’t the Government, in

addition 1o its housing poliey,

do wmething about evecting

mnmu’iu camps 1o relieve the
ion

"I'rundo it. and do it easlly
and well,

and their families (this is oc-
only three weeks

w ood communi
mhtfn be emblhm”ntmm
to tide over the housing short-

age.
The least that can be said is

economic consideration
cannot be, and must not be, al-
lowed to over-ride Christian
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