
 

 

PIGEONS 

Control & Management  

 

 
Identifying Introduced/Feral Pigeons 
 

 

Non-Domestic/Feral Pigeons can be grey, brown, or white feathered, but are usually 

grey in colour with two black bars across each wing and iridescent feathers around the 

neck. There are no visible differences between males and females. 

 
Domestic Pigeons, such as those kept as pets or for racing are not dissimilar to other 

introduced pigeon species; however, domestic pigeons are generally identifiable by the 

presence of an ID tag around one of their legs. 

 
Crested Pigeons (Ocyphaps Iophotes), also known as ‘native pigeons’ are located all 

throughout South Australia although predominantly found throughout woodlands, 

wetlands town and suburban environments. Crested Pigeons are silver-grey in colour with 

hints of brown and green. Their wings are generally bronze and bare black stripes; often 

decorated with glossy green, blue and purple patches. Unlike introduced pigeon species, 

Crested Pigeons have a distinctive, pointed, grey-black crest on the top of their heads. 
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Pigeons as Pets 
 
Pigeons that are kept for racing/homing should be kept in a clean and sanitary manner. It is 

not an offence to keep pigeons although it is your responsibility to ensure you do not create 

nuisance to neighbouring premises. This means you must ensure that your owned pigeons 

are not landing on neighbouring premises, causing odour or noise issues or leaving excessive 

feathers or droppings on neighbouring premises.  



 
 
 
 

 

Control Measures 
 
Feral Pigeon populations have increased in urban environments due to their ability to 

adapt to their surroundings quickly. Further, managing populations effectively can be 

difficult as Pigeons can roost in areas from very narrow ledges, beams and roof lines to 

building facades, bridges and jetties. 

 

Locally, uncontrolled Feral Pigeon populations have become a problem for the export 

grain industry. Similarly, pigeons create nuisance for the broader community, largely due 

to the high presence of unsightly pigeon feathers or faecal matter in and around the 

buildings they settle on/in. Unfortunately, Pigeon faces can case surface damage to 

buildings due to the acidic nature of their droppings as well as create a potential public 

health risk in some instances. 

 

No single method of control offers a perfect solution, however a combination of methods 

that could be employed to minimise Pigeon numbers at your premises or residence might 

include: 

 

 Remove and dispose of food sources (vegetable scraps etc.). 

 “Pigeon-Proof” your property by installing mesh, wires and spikes. 

 Seek advice from your local pest controller. 

 

Please note that the City of Port Adelaide Enfield does not provide residential or 

commercial pigeon mitigation or control services at this time. 
 

 

Feeding Pigeons  
 

Feeding non-domestic or feral pigeons may cause nuisance for others; an offence under 

the South Australian ‘Local Nuisance and Litter Control Act 2016.’ As such it is strongly 

recommended that you do not feed pigeons that you do not own as a complaint may 

result in caution or expiation. 

 

If you believe a member of the community is deliberately feeding feral pigeons and 

causing nuisance, try speaking with them about the impact this may be having and ask 

them to stop. If this does not resolve the issue, you are encouraged to lodge a formal 

complaint so that an Environmental Nuisance Officer can investigate further. 
 

 

Further Information 

 
For further enquiries additional information or direction, please do not hesitate to contact 

our Customer Relations Office on (08) 8405 6600 or send us an email via 

service@cityofpae.sa.gov.au  
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